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Introduction

Purpose

This annex provides details of published Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) data coincident with the
onshore cable corridor search area and the location of the proposed onshore HVAC booster station and
onshore HVDC converter/HVAC substation. The data was obtained from Natural England Access to
Evidence Published ALC Data http:/publications.naturalengland.org.uk/category/5954148537204736.

The information presented in this annex has been used to inform the baseline and impact assessment
presented in volume 3, chapter 6: Land Use, Agriculture and Recreation.



http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/category/5954148537204736
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Figure 1.1: Detailed Agricultural Land Classification
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PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS REPORT INCORPORATING AGRICULTURAL LAND CLASSIFICATION

LAND ADJACENT TC THE B1149 ROAD NEAR HOLT, NORFOLK

1.1

2.2

BACKGROUND

The survey site comprises 18.2 hectares which are subject to an
application by Ennemix Development Ltd, for the extraction of sand
and gravel at Holt, Norfolk. MAFF surveyed the site in August 1990
in order to assess the agricultural land quality and the soil
physical characteristics. This survey was conducted at an auger
boring density of one per hectare and supplemented by five soil

inspection pits in order to assess subsoil conditions.

SITE PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

Climate

Climate data for the site was obtained from the published
agricultural climatic dataset, (Met Office, 1989). This indicates
that for the site's median altitude of 62m AQD the annual average
rainfall is 690mm {28.2"). This data also indicates that field
capacity days are 144 and moisture deficits are 106mm for wheat and
98mm for potatoes. These climatic characteristics do not impose any

climatic limitations on the ALC grading of the site.

Altitude and Relief

The site falls gently towards the south eastern corner and ranges in
altitude from 59m to 65m AOD. As a result gradient and altitude do

not impose any limitations to the ALC grade.









Grade 4 - poor quality agricultural land

Land with severe limitations which significantly restrict the range of crops
and/or level of yields. It is mainly suited to grass with occasional arable
crops (eg cereals and forage crops) the yields of which are variable. In most
climates, yields of grass may be moderate to high but there may be
difficulties in utilisation. The grade also includes very droughty arable

land.

Grade 5 - very poor quality agricultural land

Land with very severe limitations which restrict use to permanent pasture or

rough grazing, except for cccasional pioneer forage crops,
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PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS REPORT INCORPORATING AGRICULTURAL LAND

CLASSIFICATION AT HOLT SAND AND GRAVEL QUARRY, NORFOLK

2.

2,

A

2.

2

2

BACKGROUND

The survey area comprises sites A and B (13.4 ha in total) which are
subject to an application by Atlas Aggregates Limited, for the
extraction of sand and gravel at Holt, Norfolk. MAFF surveyed the
site in March 1990 in order to assess the agricultural land quality
and the soil physical characteristics. This survey was conducted at
an auger boring density of cne per hectare and supplimented by two

soil inspection pits in order to assess subsoil conditions.

SITE PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

Clinate

Climate data for the site was obtained from the published
agricultural climatic dataset. (Met Office, 1989). This indicates
that for the site's median altitude of 60 m AOD the annual average
rainfall is 689 mm (27.1 inches). This data also indicates that
field capacity days are 109 and moisture deficits are 107 mm for
wheat and 99 mm for potatoes. These climatic characteristics do not
impose any climatic limitation on the ALC grading of the survey

site.

Altitude and Relief

The land at site B lies fairly level ranging in altitude from 55 m
AROD to 65 m AQOD. As a result gradient and altitude do not

constitute limitations to the ALC grade.

The non agricultural land comprising site A slopes steeply (up to
20° away from the existing pit face on the eastern boundary) and is

dissected by a dry valley feature.
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AGRICULTURAL LAND CLASSIFICATION

The definitions of the Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) grades

are included in Appendix 2.

The table below shows the ALC grade for the survey area.

Agricultural Land Classification

ha %

Site A
Non Agricultural 2.8 26.4
Site B
3a 6.8 64.1
Non Agricultural 1.0 9.5

Total 10.6 100.0
SITE B

Subgrade 3a

The agricultural land has been graded 3a. The soils are moderately
droughty*. The occurence of flints within the topsoil and subsoil
combine with the light soil textures to impose a moderate limiting
effect on the available moisture capacity of this scil. Locally the
topsoil stone content (greater than 2cm) is more than 10%, in such
areas this also excludes the land from a higher grade. As a result
droughtiness, and locally topscil stone, are the major limitations

to the ALC grade.

At a few locations more droughty or less droughty variants of this soil
type occur however they cover too small an area to delineate
separately.
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